5 SERIES MISKTAKES
Writing in series is one of the best ways to capture the attention of loyal
readers. But how can you avoid making mistakes?

Check out the five
mistakes

FOR MOST INDIE AUTHORS,
BACKLIST IS KEY TO SUCCESS

CONTINUITY ERRORS
BY STEFF GREEN
CHANGING VOICE
TOO LONG
TOO INFREQUENT
NOT BRANDED

Writing in series has been the key to my success as an indie author. I'm able to advertise
book 1 in any series and capture readers into a funnel. As those readers continue to
enjoy the subsequent books in a series, my income goes up.
If you want to write in series, here are some common mistakes to avoid.

1. Continuity errors. This is my biggest hurdle for writing in

If you're feeling clever, when you plan a new series, make

series. I might give someone green eyes in book 1 and blue in

sure the plot/ideas allow for it to be shortened or

book 3. I drop in plot points and leave them dangling,

lengthened depending on how well it does.

unanswered.
4. Releasing too far apart. No matter how much they love
There are two ways to deal with continuity errors. The first is

your book, readers have short attention spans and they

to have eagle-eyed beta readers who'll be able to notice these

forget about series they've started. The sooner you can put

things you miss. The second is to create a series bible – in a

out the next book in your series, the more likely you'll

separate file, create sections for characters, timeline, plot,

capture the attention of your fans before they've moved on to

etc, and add in a note every time you create a "fact" or

something shiny and new.

describe a character. Then you can always go back to the
series bible to check an eye colour or red herring.

5. Not tightly branded enough. If your books aren't
immediately obvious as a series, then you'll be losing all the

2. Changing voice or themes. This is where your book starts

benefits of writing a series in the first place. Make sure you

off as a light-hearted romantic comedy and ends up

covers, blurbs, titles, and other branding elements link the

becoming a dark and twisted murder plot. Readers don't like

series books together.

surprises – they choose a certain genre because they want a
specific reading experience. Give them what they want by

Are you making any of these series blunders? It's okay – you

keeping your series within the conventions of your genre.

can fix it. Get info on how in my new book, How to Rock SelfPublishing, available now.

3. Keeping a series going long. Keep an eye on your ROI.
You'll always earn the most income for book 1 in your series
(most people start on book one so they won't read other
books until they've finished that one), so if your money is
dwindling, it might be time to wrap things up and try
something new.

If your books aren't
immediately obvious
as a series, then you'll
be losing all the benefits
of writing a series
in the first place.

